
 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not of your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

There is a word in this passage that is often overlooked. It is not a word of deep theological 

significance, but its use here has deep significance for us (both theological and practical). The word I am 

referring to is FOR. This simple word is often taken for granted and not given much thought, but I have 

found that is in the little things in God’s Word that we find the most profound implications for our lives, 

and in this case, the word FOR is a doozy. The word FOR (or in the Greek, GAR) is a simple participle 

that can mean a variety of things, based on its use and context (e.g. actually, after, after all, although, 

because, indeed, since, then, though, well, what, why, yes). In this passage, the word FOR occurs three 

times and each time it means something different (take a look at the passage above and find the three 

occurrences of FOR). 

In the first instance, FOR means INDEED referring back to what was just stated previous to this 

passage (read Eph. 2:4-7). In the second instance FOR means AFTER ALL and is explaining what was 

stated before it (“so that no one may boast.”). In the third instance FOR means IN ORDER and it indicates 

the intended purpose of what is being discussed. So, using these synonyms, let’s look at the passage again: 

“Indeed by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not of your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, not the result of works, so that no one may boast. After all  we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus in order that we should walk in good works, which God prepared 

beforehand.” 

This one little word entirely changes the passage, based on how it is used in each case. And what about 

you? For that is what this passage is about, it is about you. You are his workmanship (saved by grace 

through faith and not of your own doing so that you might not boast). You were created in Jesus Christ in 

order that you should walk in good works, which God has prepared beforehand, just for you. 

 You are not insignificant in God’s plan. When He chose you, it wasn’t just because. He chose you 

for a purpose. Not because you were worthy or deserving of saving, but because He has a plan for you. 

You were not saved because of your works, rather you were saved in order that you might do the works 

He has prepared for you. It is all too easy for us to look only at what He has done for us and not give any 

thought that He might have had a purpose for you, but He does. Jesus died for you, taking you (your sinful 

self) with Him on the cross, and raising you up with Him in His resurrection as a new creation. That new 

creation is not the same as the old one. It does not exist for itself. As His new creation, you now exist for 

the purpose for which He created you, which is to do the good works He has prepared for you. This is your 

task as a Christian and this is our task as the Body of Christ, to do the work in our community that He has 

prepared for us to do. FOR He died FOR you, FOR you to live FOR Him. So much meaning in such a 

little word. 
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There will be a meeting with Pastor David Patterson, the confirmation 

students and their parents – Upcoming grades 6-8 at Trinity Lutheran on 

May 18th at 7 PM.  This meeting is to get organized for the following 

confirmation season.   

 

 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Will be held at the church  

on Wednesday, May 11
th 

 at 7:30 PM  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Will be held Wednesday May 4th 

at 6:00 PM   

Please remember to contact Casey Hanson if you 

are planning on reserving the church for an event. 

605-530-3168 

 
Rev. David Patterson contact information 

dpatterson@ilt.org – 605-520-8428 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 YOUTH GROUP 

 
Will meet at Hayti Lutheran on May 

11th at 6:30 PM.  
 

Youth Bible Study at 

Hayti is May 18th at 6:30 PM 

 
 

Public Exam of the 

confirmation students 

- Trey Ramstad, 

Cecili Carlson & 

Gavin Holland was 

held April 24th at the 

church.  The three 

students were 

confirmed by Pastor 

Mark Jamison on 

March 13th, 2016. 

PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN THE CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 

FOR THE CALL COMMITTEE IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY DONE SO. 

–  

mailto:dpatterson@ilt.org


 
 

Rev. Don Niedringhaus, Don began his journey on earth on March 

23, 1936 in Belmont, IA. He spent his growing up years in Mobridge, SD 

where he graduated from high school in 1954. He attended South Dakota 

School of Mines for two years and transferred to Augustana College, 

graduating in 1958. It was there he met his future wife and life's partner, 

Mary Pulscher. Don graduated from Luther Theological Seminary in St. 

Paul, MN in 1962. 

He served parishes in Badger and Brandon, SD and was Director of Church 

Relations at Augustana College and served as an interim campus pastor. 

Don and Mary were blessed with four children: Nancy, Philip, Patrick and Paul. Don is survived by his 

wife, Mary, their daughter, Nancy and her husband Tom Erickson (Patrick and Drew), Philip (Luke, 

Nicole and John), Paul and Jill (Jake, Jack, Josie and Joe), brothers, Robert (Ann), John (Jan) and sister, 

Marjorie Hanson (Milton).  

Don was borne Home to his Eternal Home at the Dougherty Hospice House. Waiting in heaven is their 

son, Patrick, his sister, Mary Ann Lund (Curt) and parents, Henry and Venetta.  

The family would like to thank the very special care givers who touched Don's and their lives at Luther 

Manor, the Avera Behavioral Care Hospital, Avera Brandon Clinic, the Dougherty House, Dr. Richard 

Briggs, Dr. Robert Nuss, Father Ed Anderson and Pastor Marlin Haugard.  

Don often said, "We have a great God!" Services will be held at Brandon Lutheran Church on Friday, 

April 8 at 7:00 pm with fellowship.  

In lieu of flowers, the family is establishing a Pastor Don Niedringhaus Scholarship at Augustana College 

in his memory.  

 

 
 

The Badger Lutheran church council met April 6
th

 at 6:30 at the church.  Present were Pastor David 

Patterson, Joel Williams, Paula Bergan, Alison Gilbertsen, Ryan Ramstad and Nealy Kastein.  Absent 

were Casey Hanson, David Carlson, Austin Gilbertsen and Terry Anderson. 

 

The meeting was opened with devotions by Pastor Patterson.  Financials were discussed with a motion to 

approve by Paula, seconded by Nealy.  It was decided to put the proceeds from the soup dinner back in 

the Memorial fund.  A motion was made to put $1000 back into a CD to start to replace the $5000 we 

took out a couple months ago to pay the bills.  A motion was made by Paula, seconded by Ryan.  It was 

noted that parsonage utilities, health, and pension will stop until we have hired a new pastor.  Discussion 

was held about mileage paid to a pastor.  Insurance on the church went up 11% from last year. 

 

We will give the quilts out to the seniors on April 24
th

 at the regular service and have a cake afterwards to 

congratulate the seniors and confirmands.  The evening of the 24
th

 will be the public exam of the 

confirmands at 6 PM with a potluck to follow. 

 

Church cleanup will be after church on April 17
th

 – bring a dish to pass.  Adult Bible Study will be April 

13
th

 at 7PM. 

 

There will be a meeting with the Pastor and upcoming 6-8
th

 grade confirmation students and their parents 

on May 18
th

 at 7 PM at Trinity in Lake Norden to discuss the upcoming confirmation year and acolytes. 

 

Discussion was held about how to pay Pastor Patterson while he is serving as interim pastor.  It was 

noted that he has sent in his application to the NALC. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 



May 2016   Badger Lutheran Church 
SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

 
7th Sunday of Easter 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

6th Sunday of Easter 

 (White) 

9:00 – Worship Services 

  Acolyte -Taylor 

10:00 – Sunday School 

 

  Afternoon - Pastor at  

Badger office  

6:00 – Church Council 

 

   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

7th Sunday of Easter 

 (White) 

9:00 – Worship Services 

  Acolyte -Cecili 

10:00 – Sunday School 

Mother’s Day 

  Afternoon - Pastor at  

Badger office  

6:30 – HS Youth – Hayti 

7:30 – Adult Bible Study - 

Badger  

  Hamlin & 
Arlington 

Graduation 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Day Of Pentecost 

 (Red) 

9:00 – Worship Services 

  Acolyte -Gavin 

10:00 – Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afternoon - Pastor at  

Badger office  

10:00 – Quilting 

6:30 – Youth Bible Study – 

Hayti 

7:00 – Confirmation Kids & 

Parents meeting - Trinity 

   

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1
st
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 (Green) 

9:00 – Worship Services 

  Acolyte -Trey 

10:00 – Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 Afternoon - Pastor at  

Badger office  

 

   

29 30 31     
2

nd
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 (Green) 

9:00 – Worship Services 

  Acolyte -Mason 

 

Memorial 

Day 

Services 

at Legion 

Hall 

10:30 AM 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Badger Lutheran is now on Facebook  

Check us out and “like” and “share” us. 

Please invite your friends! 

You can also read the newsletter on our web 

site 

http://badgerlutheranchurch.org/ 

 

 



 

Address Correction Service Requested 

 

   Badger Lutheran Church 

PO Box 145 

Badger, SD 57214 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Badger Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

 

Having experienced God’s grace, love and forgiveness as given to us by the risen Jesus 

Christ and received through the Word and Sacrament, Badger Lutheran is sent out to 

witness, to serve, and to steward all that God has given us. 

Officers:      Trustees: 

        

Joel Williams, Pres.   983-5947          

Paula Bergan, Vice Pres.  983-3254 Casey Hanson         530-3168 

Nealy Kastein, Treas.              203-1511 Tucker Nelson         203-0600 

       Terry Anderson                   203-0844 

 

Deacons:      Church Staff: 

Alison Gilbertson   983-5047  

Ryan Ramstad    690-3904 Gavin Holland, Custodian        203-3015 

Austin Gilbertson   983-5047 Sue Falconer, Fin. Sec.       983-3341 

David Carlson    847-4377 Ryan & Amber Ramstad, Head Ushers   690-3904  
         

 


