
 
A Final Pastoral Pondering 

 

  

 A HUGE THANK YOU--- 
 
  I really appreciated our final Sunday together on July 15, 2012.  The sanctuary was to-
tally filled with Badger and Trinity people who gathered for our final Word and Sacrament ser-
vice together.  What a special day. 
 
  Thank you to both congregations for your generous retirement gift.  Also many thanks 
to all the individuals who gave me cards, gifts, and remembrances.  Special thanks for the 
notebook with greetings and best wishes from many of my 39 former congregations.   
 
  The brunch was absolutely delicious.  Many thanks to the Bullpen crew.  It was fun to 
visit with folks in the basement. 
 

 THREE WORDS FOR YOU---- 
 
  The final episode of the TV series M*A*S*H was entitled “Farewell, Goodbye, and 
Amen.”  Those three words are very appropriate as we conclude our ministry. 
 

  I hope both congregations will FARE – WELL as you enter a new chapter of mission 
and ministry.  I know that will happen if you focus your attention and energy on Seeing Christ 
in vital worship services; Growing in Christ in nurture and educational experiences; and Shar-
ing Christ in witness, service, and evangelism.   
 

  I hope you FARE – WELL in your search for a new pastor.  I have no idea how long it 
will take.  It is a new thing in a new church body.  There’s not a lot of experience to build on in 
this endeavor.  I do know the Lord of the Church will provide pastoral leadership for congrega-
tions that seek to See Jesus, Grow in Jesus and Share Jesus.  Pastor Fred Rosin will serve 
you well in the interim. 
 

  GOODBYE comes from an old English word to convey God’s blessings.  I know the 
Lord will bless you in your individual and/or family lives.  I know the Lord will bless me in my 
retirement.  God bless you all. 
 

  Finally, the word AMEN comes directly from Hebrew to give our positive affirmation to 
our prayers.  I say amen to 35 years of parish ministry under both regular call and interim ap-
pointment.  I also say amen to our mutual ministry of the past four years. 
 
  Farewell, goodbye, and amen to all of you.  Happy trails to you until we meet again.  
May that be true even if we don’t meet again until we do so in God’s eternal heaven.  I look 
forward to it.  Amen. 

 

Pastor Gene R. Peterson 
 

July 31, 2012 



BADGER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

July, 2012 
 

President Joel Williams called the Badger Lutheran Church Council to order at 7:05 on Wednesday, July 
11, 2012. Present were Farrel Jacobsen, Alison Gilbertson, Tucker Nelson, Paula Bergan, Laura Wilson, 
and Joanne Nelson.  
 
Paula and Alison reported on their discussion at the Call Committee meeting earlier that evening at Trinity.  
 

Items on the agenda were the custodial position, Pastor’s retirement gift, the joint service and brunch at 
Trinity, selecting hymns for future services, and returning the copier; no motions were involved. 

The council wishes to thank Bud Christensen for all the yard work he has done around the church. 

The June financial report was reviewed; Alison moved to approve it, seconded by Farrel and all agreed.  

Farrel informed the council that Casey Hanson would be moving into his position at the August meeting. 
Casey agreed to the position in January but was unable to attend meetings due to other commitments. The 
council thanked Farrel for his service to BLC as trustee; he joined the council in 2007.  

The meeting adjourned with a motion from Laura and second by Tucker, and closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer.                                                                                                                         

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanne Nelson 

*** IMPORTANT PICTURE DIRECTORY NEWS *** 
 
Anne Cooper is in need of  special pictures that were to be submitted so that she may finish the picture 
directory.  Please get in touch with her as soon as possible. 

  

THANK YOU to Ruth and Haley Vincent who have been janitors for the church.   They have resigned 
effective July 15.  When you see them, express your appreciation for the work they have done! 



Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As of this writing we find ourselves in one of the hotter and drier summers than we have ex-
perienced for many years.  And what is happening in our immediate area is not nearly as se-
vere as what you’ll find a mere hundred miles or less west of us.  Less than a year or so ago 
the problems we had were driven by more moisture than we needed. 
 
We believe that we live in a world where God is ultimately in charge of virtually everything that 
governs our lives, whether it be for good or ill. 
 
In these modern times there are many well educated, sophisticated people who are of the 
mind that if we do not ultimately control these environmental phenomena, and that we have a 
great deal of influence over them. 
 
I believe that those options couldn’t be further from the truth.  Anyone who knows the Scrip-
tures knows that, in the end, God is in charge and control of all these things. 
 
I have grown up and lived in what you would call some of the harsher places in South Dakota 
and have endured the drought of the late 50’s and early 60’s when our family got dried out of 
the farming business.  I lived in Pierre (right across from the State Capitol) in the 1970’s.  I 
have kept moisture records wherever I’ve lived, and, in 1976 at my location in Pierre we re-
ceived just over six inches of moisture fall for the entire year, and I won’t elaborate on the 
summer heat. 
 
The Scripture record, especially the Old Testament, also makes references to periods of both 
feast and famine and the way in which they affected the lives of God’s chosen people.  In real 
life the Promised Land, by our way of looking at it, was really not quite the “land of milk and 
honey.”  One of my Old Testament professors who spent some time doing archeological work 
there called it nothing but a “rock pile.” 
 
I’m hoping that our crop year turns out better than it might.  We need to keep praying for the 
rain necessary to salvage what we have. 

 
Finally, the point is, that in spite of all the things that we 
are able to do, without God’s grace and help we’re all in 
trouble.  We need to understand and accept the fact that, 
ultimately, we’re not in charge, but merely managers of the 
gifts that God provides us with. 
 
So, keep the faith, keep praying for rain, and don’t loose 
heart.  In the end the Lord will provide us with what we 
need as He always has. 

 

Pastor Fred Rosin 
 
 



 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
1 Paula Bergan 
4 Becky Bren 
4 Jennifer Gronewold 
4 Laura Wilson 
5 Peter & Amy Nielson 
6 Bill & Jill Conrad 
7 Sierra Simpson 
8 Joel Bergan 
14 Jan & Greg Linneman 
15 Connie Steffensen 
16 Krystal Andersen 
16 Peter Nielson 
18 Elaine Andersen 
22 Brittany Steffensen 
23 Carrie & Jeff Churchill 
24 Ruth Vincent 
26 George Milldrum 
29 Autumn & Jeff Simpson 
30 Kyle Falconer 
31 Ryan & Amber Ramstad 

 

        Happy Anniversary!  
          Happy Birthday! 
 
 

 

 

NALC Convocation to be held 
 

The NALC 2012 Convocation will be held August 16-17 at 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden Valley, MN.  Registration 
may be completed on line.  Information is also available at 
the church office.  Each congregation is encouraged to send 
one delegate. 
 
The convocation is preceded by the Lutheran Core Convoca-
tion on August 14, and the annual Theological Conference on 
August 15-16. 

________________ 
 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our sympathy to the family of Elmer 

Sorenson.  His funeral was held at Badger 

on July 21 with Pastor Rosin officiating. 

 
      ________________ 
 

LifeLight Music Festival   
 

The LifeLight family fun event will be held August 31—

September 2 at Worthing, 12 miles south of Sioux Falls.  For 

the schedule and more information, go to the following site:  

www.LifeLight.org.   

           
 
 
 

 

            
                                

 
 
 
 
Do you have a son, daughter, or a grandchild 
going off to college, vocational school, or 
working away from home this fall?  Please 

help us keep in touch with them by providing  information re-
quested below.  
 
 
Name ________________________________________________ 

School (or Job) ________________________________________ 

Mailing address: _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Email address__________________________________________ 

 
 

Birthday Cake Tidbits 
 

Over the years technology has made an 
impact on birthday cakes.  In the early 
years, cakes were similar to bread, and 
were sweetened with honey, nuts and dry 
fruit. 
  
In the middle of the 17th century, there 
were better ovens for baking, and the in-
troduction of refined sugar.  Then came 
the icing,  made of boiled sugar, egg 
whites and flavorings.  This was put on 
the baked cake, put back in the oven for a 
short time, then taken out to harden and 
formed a glossy covering. 
 
In the middle of the 19th century,  refined 
white flour was used and also baking pow-
der replaced yeast.   
 
 
 
 

 Keeping in Touch With Youth Keeping in Touch With Youth Keeping in Touch With Youth Keeping in Touch With Youth    



In Our Prayers For August 
 
During the month of August, we pray for the fol-
lowing people: 
 
Aug. 5:  Paul  & Joanne Nelson; Jack Spilles; 
Louise Anderson; Jill Conrad 
 
Aug. 12:  Jesse Hall; Scott Nelson; Chad 
Steffensen & family; Myron & Janice Andersen 
 
Aug. 19:  Anne & Gary Cooper; Lon & Susan 
Hall; Tucker, Jamie, Raegan & Braddock Nel-
son; Connie Steffensen  
 
Aug. 26:  Elaine Andersen; Shayn Damm; J.P. 
Hansen; Jim & Bonnie Nessan; Erdeman & 
Lorraine Steffensen 
 
“Let there be no limit to what we take to God in 
prayer, so that there may be no limit to God’s 
reign and rule in all of life.”  ~ Roger Hazelton 
 

 

 

WINNING OVER WORRY 

 
1. Don’t give up.  Hope in God. 
2. Walk by faith, not by sight. 
3. Take time out for a good laugh. 
4. Use the Bible as a window to see your world. 
5. Never trouble trouble until trouble troubles you. 
6. Make choices based on God’s Word. 
7. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
8. Ask for God’s strength to get you through. 
9. Stop and enjoy the moment. 
10. Pray as if everything depended upon God—it 

does. 
~ Linda Shepherd 

 
"THANK YOU all for a wonderful day on July 15 as 

people from Badger and Trinity gathered together 

in worship.   Thank you to both congregations for 

the cards and gifts.  The music was excellent.  The 

special music touched me.  I couldn't believe the 

volume of the two congregations; we nearly raised 

the roof!  The brunch was great.  Thanks to the 

Bull Pen staff."      
~ Pastor Gene R. Peterson  

 

 

Members of 

Badger 

saying good-bye 

to Pastor Pete 

President of the 

congregation,  

Joel Williams,  

wishing  

Pastor Pete 

years of happiness 

in his retirement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ryker Allen Holmes, son of Meghan Bothe and 
Jeremy Holmes, will be baptized at Badger on 
July 29.  His sponsors are Elicia and Matthew 
Nielsen.   
 
Please remember this new child in God’s family in 
your prayers. 

 



“Three Things” 
 

The following was written by the widow of an 

Episcopal priest, and is much food for thought. 
 
Three things in life that, once gone, never come 
back: 

1. Time 
2. Words 
3. Opportunity 

 
Three things in life that can destroy a person: 

1. Anger 
2. Pride 
3. Unforgiveness 

 
Three things in life that you should never lose: 

1. Hope 
2. Peace 
3. Honesty 

 
Three things in life that are most valuable: 

1. Love 
2. Family and friends 
3. Kindness 

 
Three things in life that are never certain: 

1. Fortune 
2. Success 
3. Dreams 

 
Three things that make a person: 

1. Commitment 
2. Sincerity 
3. Hard Work 

 
Three things that are truly constant: 

1. Father 
2. Son 
3. Holy Spirit                         

    ~ Submitted by TLC Member 

 

 

 

 

“The Joy of Unselfish Giving” 
 

Time is not measured by the years that you live 
But by the deeds that you do and the joy that you give… 
And each day as it comes brings a chance to each one 
To love to the fullest, leaving nothing undone 
That would brighten the life or lighten the load 
Of some weary traveler lost on Life’s Road… 
So what does it matter how long we may live 
If as long as we live we unselfishly give. 
 

~ Helen Steiner Rice 

THE `KNOTS’ PRAYER 
 

Dear God, 
 
Please untie the knots that are in my mind, my heart and 
my life. 
 
Remove the ‘have nots’, the ‘can nots’ and the ‘do 
nots’ that I have in my mind. 
 
Erase the ‘will nots’, `may nots’, ‘might nots’ that may 
find a home in my heart. 
 
Release me from the ‘could nots’, ‘would nots’ and 
‘should nots’ that obstruct my life. 
 
And most of all, Dear God, 
 
I ask that you remove from my mind, my heart and my 
life all of the `am nots’ that I have allowed to hold me 
back, especially the thought that I ‘am not’ good 
enough!   Amen. 

Author, Known to God 

  



SOUTH DAKOTANS:  “CAN DO PEOPLE” 
 

Note:   The following comes from an area newspaper, 

and gives us something to think about  as we live in 

one of the states suffering from the drought. 

______________ 
 
“The Long Winter” Brings SD Heritage to Life” 
 
It’s the hot mid-summer in SD and sometimes we 
worry about drought.  Some days we’re concerned 
that cloud bank rolling in has wind and hail.  But, 
there are those who ponder when the frost will 
come.  There is no doubt...South Dakotans are 
CAN DO PEOPLE.  If there is a drought we will 
deal with it.  If hail and wind descend upon us, we 
get busy.  In her book, The Long Winter, Laura 
Ingalls Wilder writes about that can do attitude.  
She writes about survival skills and keeping a posi-
tive attitude even with empty cupboards and an 
empty coal box. 
 

______________ 

 

Johan Ludvig Runeberg was the national poet of 
Finland in the 1800’s.  He also studied Latin and 
Greek, and wrote poetry in the Swedish language, 
interesting!  

Many of his poems deal with life in rural Finland. 
The best known of these is Bonden Paavo  (Farmer 
Paavo, Saarijärven Paavo in Finnish), about a  
peasant farmer in the poor parish of Saarijärvi and 
his determination, "sisu" (guts) and unwavering 
faith in providence in the face of a harsh climate 
and years of bad harvests. Three times, a frosty 
night destroys his crops. Every time, he mixes dou-
ble the amount of bark (innermost part of the bark 
carrying nutrients such as sucrose) into his bread to 
stave off starvation. Every time he works even 
harder to dry off marsh land into dryer land that 
would not be as exposed to the night frost.  

After the fourth year, Paavo finally gets a rich crop. 
As his wife exults, thanks God and tells Paavo to 
enjoy full bread made entirely out of grain, Paavo 
instructs his wife to mix bark into grain once more, 
because their neighbor's crop has been lost in a 
frost and he gives half of his crop to the needy 
neighbor. 

~ From the Internet  

Quilt Auction at Joy Ranch 
 
Lutherans Outdoors will hold their annual Quilt 
Auction at Joy Ranch beginning at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, August 25.    If you have never been to Joy 
Ranch, think about going!   It is a fun event, and 
you will have a chance to see the completed con-
struction projects.  Proceeds are used for their Bi-
ble Camp ministry in South Dakota.  This year it 
will be held indoors in the air conditioned com-

fort of the Joy Ranch Dining Hall!  To view the 
quilts, go to losd.org/quilt auctions. Please check 
the schedule printed below: 
 
Quilters are invited to view quilts and tour Joy 

Ranch on August 23rd or 24th.  

10:00 - 6:00 Thursday, August 23  
10:00 - 8:00 Friday, August 24  
10:00 - 1:00 Saturday, August 25  

 
Lunch is available for $6; lunch reservations are 
required. Call 605-886-4622 or email 
joyranch@losd.org. 
 
Quilt Auction - Sat, Aug 25  

10:00 - 1:00 Quilt Viewing  
Buggy Rides  
Self-guided tours  
11:30 - 1:00  Lunch $6  
1:00 -  2:00   Bidding number registration  
1:40 -  2:00   Pre-auction warm-up - Dining Room  
2:00  - 5:00   Quilt Auction - Dining Room  

 

THANK YOU so much for including the 
Thisted Cemetery in your Lenten offering do-
nation. We really appreciate your thoughtful-
ness.                        
                                   ~ Thisted Cemetery Board 



  

 

 



 

Return Service Requested 
 
Return to: 
 
Badger Lutheran Church 
PO Box 145 
Badger, SD 57214 

 

Officers:      Trustees: 
Joel Williams, Pres.   983-5947 Gary Christensen    203-0878 
Paula Bergan, Vice Pres.  983-3254 Farrel Jacobsen    983-5318 
Joanne Nelson, Sec-Treas.  983-5014 Tucker Nelson     983-5802
     

Deacons:      Church Staff: 
Alison Gilbertson   983-5047 Pastor “Pete” Gene Peterson    520-7715 
Austin Gilbertson   983-5047 _____________,  Janitors   
Ryan Ramstad    690-3904 Sue Falconer, Fin. Sec.   983-3341 
Laura Wilson    983-9982 Ryan and Amber Ramstad, Head Ushers       690-3904 
       Shirley Skoglund, Church Sec. 785-3277 or  880-0580 
          Email: trinityc@itctel.com 

Badger Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Having experienced God’s grace, love and forgiveness as given to us by the risen Jesus Christ 
and received through the Word and Sacrament, Badger Lutheran is sent out to witness,  

to serve, and to steward all that God has given us. 


