
PASTOR PETE’S  

PONDERINGS 
 

Good news!   Prayers answered!    Pastor Pete returned to his home in Watertown Wednes-

day, July 20 and is recuperating following an extended stay in the hospital.  As you are 

aware, Pastor Pete had  surgery in Sioux Falls July 12 to repair an aneurysm.  He anticipates 

having a pace maker installed in the near future.  Our prayers continue to be with him for re-

newed strength, healing and encouragement. If you wish to send a card, his home address is 

111 4th Ave. SW, Watertown, SD 57201.  We await his return to Badger and Trinity Lutheran 

Churches.    

 
If there is a need for pastoral ministry before his return, you are encouraged to call an area 

pastor, or call the office at 785-3277, and the secretary will contact a pastor for you. 
 
 

____________________________________________ 

 

NALC Reaches 100,000-Member Milestone 
 

The North American Lutheran Church has reached the significant milestone of 100,000 members. The 

NALC passed the 100,000-member mark in June —two months before its first anniversary.   

 

The NALC is now among the largest third of Lutheran church bodies in the world. The Lutheran World 

Federation has 145 member churches in 79 countries. The NALC is already larger than 96 of those 

church bodies. 

 

The NALC is also the sixth largest Lutheran church body in the United States. The church body has 

been experiencing rapid growth since it was constituted August 27, 2010. Since the NALC was 

constituted, more Lutheran congregations have joined the NALC than any other Lutheran church body 

in the United States. The NALC reached the 100-congregation milestone in January and the 200- 

church milestone in May. 

 

The Executive Council has formally received 212 member congregations during the NALC’s first ten 

months of existence. At least 23 additional congregations have passed resolutions indicating their 

intention to join the NALC upon completion of their departure from their current church body. 
 

Largest Lutheran Church Bodies in North America: 
 

North American Lutheran Church                100,000 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada            148,863 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ   310,495 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod             389,545 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod        2,400,000 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America       4,543,037 

 
(Statistics — other than those for the NALC and LCMC — are from a February 14, 2011, report by the Lutheran World 

Federation.) 

 



July Council minutes 
 

  President Joel Williams called the Badger Lutheran Church Council to order at 7:10 on 

Wednesday, July 13, 2011.  Present were Farrel Jacobsen, Tucker Nelson, Ryan Ramstad, David 

Carlson and Joanne Nelson. 

 The June financial statement was reviewed and approved following a motion and second by 

Ryan and Farrel.  Due to an increase in cost of the maintenance agreement on the copier, the council 

questioned the need to keep leasing a copier of this size.  Bulletins and newsletters are all printed at 

Trinity which Badger pays for per copy.   Sunday School materials would be the major use of the 

copier, so the council decided to no longer lease this size copier and  to purchase a smaller printer. 

In old business, the Carlson, Haufschild and Koisti families are to be thanked for being in 

charge of the ice cream booth at Farmers Day.  Although Joel Williams and LouAnn Jensen were 

busy during the first spring cleanup, Joel said there will be more to do after the furnace and air con-

ditioning work is completed.  The back entrance to the church needs much repair for energy and 

safety concerns. 

Joel finally received a list from the insurance company following their inspection.   The con-

cerns included lighted exit signs, the fire extinguisher bracket, carpet on outside steps and outlets 

near the kitchen sink.  Water off the church roof is causing wetness in the basement; Ryan will pur-

chase a dehumidifier and work on the eaves was discussed.   The painting and repair work on 

bridges will wait for cooler temperatures. 

Services will be handled by laymen for the next four Sundays at least while Pastor Peterson 

recovers from his surgery.  Joel is putting together a three night Bible study for August and hopes to 

have the Serendipity Bible series going in September. 

The meeting adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanne Nelson 
 

 

 

 



 
 

                  

1 Paula Bergan 
4 Becky Bren 
4 Jennifer Gronewold 
4 Laura Wilson 
5 Peter & Amy Nielson 
6 Bill & Jill Conrad 
7 Sierra Simpson 
14 Jan & Greg Linneman 
15 Ryan Kleinjan 
15 Connie Steffensen 
16 Krystal Andersen 
16 Paul & Eileen Freese 
16 Peter Nielson 
18 Elaine Andersen 
22 Brittany Steffensen 
23 Carrie & Jeff Churchill 
24 Ruth Vincent 
26 George Milldrum 
29 Autumn & Jeff Simpson 
30 Kyle Falconer 
31  Ryan & Amber Ramstad 
 

Happy Birthday!  Happy Birthday!  Happy Birthday!  Happy Birthday!      
Happy Anniversary!Happy Anniversary!Happy Anniversary!Happy Anniversary!    

____________  
Quilting Day 

 
There will be quilting August 
17 from 10-4. You are wel-
come to join the group!   
     

 
 
 Church Council will meet on 
August 10 at 7 P.M. 
    _________________ 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
Sept. 11th  -  Sunday School begins! 

ANNUAL QUILT AUCTION  
The quilt auction will be held August 27, beginning at 
1 P.M. at Joy Ranch.  Pictures of the quilts to be sold 
will be on the website in early August.  Check it out 
at www.losd.org.  This is a fundraiser for the camp-
ing ministry of Lutherans Outdoors.  Note the auction 
is held on a Saturday this year.   
 
While on the LO website, click on LO videos (orange 
splash of color), then click on NeSoDak or Joy 
Ranch for a quick trip to camping experiences in our 
area. 

 
 

In Our Prayers For August 
 

With joy, we can intercede 
for people and situations be-
yond our own families and 
friends, and God hears our 
prayers.  Praying for others 
is another way of helping our 
church by simply asking the 
Lord to bless them.   People 

remembered in prayer this month are the following: 
 
August 7:  Chad and Angie Haufschild, Jeff, Kaylie & 
Jayna; Daniel Jr. and Lori Waldner, & Sawyer; 
Jackie Weiss, Brad, Lori & James; Krista Bjordahl 
 
August 14:  Joe and LouAnn Jensen, Kristina & 
Anne; Nicolas and Katie Williams; Meghan & Skyler 
Bothe; Larry Kent 
 
August 21:  David & Jane Carlson, Kenli & Cecili; 
Troy & Lisa Casper; Gary Christensen; Ralph Chris-
tensen 
 
August 28:  Jill and Bill Conrad; Shayn Damm; Troy 
Damm; David Doescher 

_____________________ 
 

“Seven prayerless days makes one weak.” 
 
 

 August 

Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations to 
Lowell Thomsen and 
Doris Kjellsen who were 
married on July 9 at 
Badger Lutheran Church!  

 
God’s richest blessings on their life together!   



 

Upcoming Events 
 
The Lutheran CORE Convocation will be held  
August 9, followed by a Theological Conference 
August 10-11. 
 
The North American Lutheran Church Convoca-
tion will be held August 11—12.    A new bishop 
will be elected along with  other leadership posi-
tions.   Pastor Randy Eisenbeisz from Hayti is a 
nominee for the Executive Council. 
 
Please remember these meetings in your 
prayers. These events will be held in Ohio.    
Check for updates on their web site:  
www.thenalc.org. 

____________ 
 

The Importance of Average Joes 
 
God seems to have a special fondness for aver-
age Joes. Before they accomplished extraordi-
nary deeds, normal guys like Gideon, David, Pe-
ter, and Paul went about their farming, sheep 
herding, fishing, and tent making. Even Jesus, 
our Redeemer, Healer, and coming King, 
started out using a hammer and saw in a car-
penter’s shop... 

In a day when compromise and political cor-
rectness rule, these simple men—average Joes—
seek truth and have an unshakable commitment 
to doing what is right. Ask them their opinion, 
and you will get an earful of resolute beliefs in 
God, country, and family.  Strong in character, 
integrity, and principle, these are the unsung 
heroes of everyday life in America. 

— Excerpted from Average Joe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You may email the information to the office 
(trinityc@itctel.com) or mail it (PO Box 230, LN 
57248). 
 

Name _____________________________________ 

School (or job) ______________________________ 

Mailing address _____________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Do you have a son, 
daughter, or a grandchild 
going off to college, voca-
tional school,   or working  
       away  from home this    
              fall?  Please help 
             us keep in touch 
with them by providing 
the information below. 

Keeping in Touch Keeping in Touch Keeping in Touch Keeping in Touch     

With YouthWith YouthWith YouthWith Youth 

LifeLight Music Festival   
 

The LifeLight  family fun event will be held Sep-
tember 2-4 at Worthing, 12 miles south of Sioux 
Falls.  Check out the poster in the narthex for 
pictures of the featured artists.  For more infor-
mation go to:  www.LifeLight.org.   
 
 
 

Open House Baby Shower 
 

In honor of 

Braddock Nelson 
Son of Tucker & Jamie Nelson 

 

Badger Lutheran  

Parish Hall 

August 6, 2011 

1—3 P.M. 
Lunch will be served 

 



 

Joy in the midst of sorrow and 
faithfulness in the midst of division 

By Pastor John Bradosky 
NALC General Secretary 
 
Every week, as I have the 
privilege to speak in 
congregations throughout the 
North American Lutheran 
Church, I encounter people who 
share a common story of joy in 
the midst of sorrow and of 
faithfulness in the midst of 
division. 
 
The launch and growth of the 
North American Lutheran Church 
has not been without personal 
and corporate sacrifice. 
 
While we celebrate with joy 
amazing renewal in 
congregations and the maturing 
faith of individuals, we do so in 
the midst of grief and loss. 
 
Our movement forward is 
anything but easy. It has divided 
families, broken the bonds of 
friendships, and produced a form 
of persecution from within the 
body of Christ. 
 
Two weeks ago a woman, in 
tears, told me the story of her two 
brothers — both pastors in the 
ELCA — who refuse to engage 
her in dialog about her concerns. 
Their rejection has moved from 
refusing to speak with her to 
avoiding her altogether. Their 
silence is perceived as rejection 
and their anger as hatred. 
 
While she grieves the loss, she is 
undeterred — reminding me that 
the issues are so essential they 

Pastor John Bradosky 
 

cannot be minimized by virtue of 
her brothers’ rejection. 
 
The authority of the Scriptures, 
the nature and mission of Christ 
and His Church, redemption and 
salvation, law and gospel, faith 
and grace are fundamental to our 
identity, shape our life together 
and our mission in this world. 
 
If you didn’t spend time with the 
entire 10th chapter of Matthew in 
preparing for the second Sunday 
after Pentecost, I encourage you 
to do so. These words of Jesus 
provide meaning and comfort for 
our context. 
 
In preparing and empowering His 
disciples for mission and ministry, 
Jesus also prepares them for 
persecution. Instead of 
reassuring them that following 
Him would be easy, Jesus paints 

 
a realistic picture of iscipleship. 
You will be betrayed by both 
governors and the governed. 
Following Jesus may mean 
division in families between 
parents and children, between 
spouses and among siblings. 
There are times when the Gospel 
brings division instead of peace. 
 
In a sermon for the Sunday after 
Christmas, Martin Luther writes 
about the confession of Anna 
and Simeon. Giving thanks is a 
matter of confession. When we 
confess the grace we have 
received, the goodness of the 
One offering that grace and our 
unworthiness, we properly give 
thanks. Then he writes, “Beyond 
this ‘confess’ also means to take 
a stand concerning a thing; as 
Christ says in Matthew 10, 
whoever confesses me before 
men, him will I confess before My 
Father in heaven. But whoever 
denies me before men, him will I 
also deny before My Father in 
heaven.” 
 
Then Luther adds, when we 
reject Christ’s teaching we reject 
Him and His Father. “Christ is not 
interested in having His person 
and name greatly honored, rather 
he wants His teaching to be 
honored.” 
 
Faith and knowledge of Christ 
cannot remain silent. It testifies 
to others. The light of Christ must 
shine through our words and 
deeds, impacting the lives of 
 
Continued on back side 



(Continued) 
 
others. Yet, we are sure to suffer 
misfortune and persecution when 
we open our mouths. 
 
Long before Luther, the early 
Church fathers interpreted these 
texts with similar meaning. 
Jerome writes, “The whole world 
is becoming divided against itself 
for the sake of faith in Christ. A 
necessary conflict has been sent 
to break a peace that is evil.” 
Augustine presents the 
necessary conversation between 
parents and children. “I will love 
you in Christ, not instead of 
Christ. You will be with me in Him 
but I will not be with you without 
Him!” 
 
The conflicts we face are as old 
as the Gospel itself. While it may 
seem strange to us, it is not new. 
While it is a difficult adjustment, 
Jesus teaches us to prepare for 
it. 
 
Luther experienced the reality of 
Christ’s teaching. In his 
commentary on this text, Luther 
writes, “If then my teaching has 
such an effect in the world, as the 
enemy himself confesses, what 
could be better for me than 
hearing these words? Is it not a 
wonderful God who turns 
Balaam’s malediction into a 
benediction (Numbers 24), the 
threats of my enemies into my 
consolation, and their defiance 
into my strength? Do you see 
how well you have hit upon the 
nature and work of the divine 
Word, you precious dealer in 
Holy Scripture?” 
 
There are many who want to use 
the Scriptures to offend no one, 
cause no disputes, and bring 
their own form of peace. But 

 
“The discord, 

dissension, and 

disturbance produced 

by God’s Word 

are blessed events. 

With them a true faith 

begins and struggles 

against false faith.” 

◊ Martin Luther 

__________________________ 

 
Jesus is telling us plainly in His 
words it cannot and will not be 
so! 
Rather than simply regretting our 
circumstance and persevering, 
Luther challenges us to see it as 
a blessing. “The discord, 

dissension, and disturbance 
produced by God’s Word are 
blessed events. With them a true 
faith begins and struggles against 
false faith. Suffering and 
persecution also begin again, as 
does the true nature of the 
Christian people.” 
 
Throughout Matthew 10, Jesus 
reminds His disciples and us that 
there are people who are 
receptive to the Gospel. There 
are people who are waiting and 
longing to hear it, to be comforted 
and healed and to be united with 
others bound by that same living 
Word, Jesus Christ. He promises 
that His followers will be 
welcomed into homes and 
blessed. Because Jesus has 
gone before us, there will be 
plenty of refreshment and joy 
along the way. If the One 
watching over us knows every 
sparrow that falls, how much 
more does he care for us? 
 
We have every reason not to live 
in fear but to push forward boldly 
confessing Christ. Together we 
are! 
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Badger Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Having experienced God’s grace, love and forgiveness as given to us by the risen Jesus 

Christ and received through the Word and Sacrament, Badger Lutheran is sent out to wit-

ness, to serve, and to steward all that God has given us. 
 

Officers:      Trustees: 

Joel Williams, Pres.   983-5947 Gary Christensen   203-0878 

Janet Bjordahl, Vice Pres.  983-5142 Farrel Jacobsen   983-5318 

Joanne Nelson, Sec-Treas.  983-5014 Tucker Nelson    983-5802 

 

Deacons:      Church Staff: 

Alison Gilbertson   983-5047 Pastor “Pete” Gene Peterson   520-7715 

Ryan Ramstad    690-3904 Ruth & Haley Vincent, Janitors  983-5946 

David Carlson    847-4377 Sue Falconer, Fin. Sec.  983-3341 

Austin Gilbertson   983-5047 Noel & Joanne Nielson, Head Usher  983-5516  

       Shirley Skoglund, Church Sec. 785-3277 

            Email: trinityc@itctel.com or 


